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A Brief Account of the Deſigns which the Papiſts have.had 
againſt the Farl of Shattsbury, occaſioned by his» com- 
mitment, July 2. 1681. | 


Ho' the apprehendirg of the Right Monourable the Earl of Shaſ?/- 
bury hath filled the Town-and Countrey with talk and noiſe, yet 
it neither frightens nor diſcourageth ary true Proteſtant or good 
Ergliſhman : For as they have their innocency to ſupport them 
under the troubles which the perjuries of needy and ſuborned 
Villains may bring upon them, ſo they noways doubt bur to 


unravel all this puree es ag and trace it through all its ſteps and windings to + 


the fountain and original of it. And asthis honourable perſon is more loyal than 
to conſpire againſt the Life of the King, or the Peace of: the Goyernment ; {© 
were he a perſon traiteronſly inclined, yet he is wiſer than to, communicate a 
deſign of levying War for the depoſing or deftroying his Prince, to ſuch baſe and 
me-inary Raſcals as are ſaid ro have witnefled againſt him. For his folly would 
have equald his wickedneſs, ſhould he, under a pretence of preſerving the Pro- 
reſtant Religion and Intereſt,have entered mto ſo hazardous and black a confpira- 
cy, not only with beggerly Fellows, but with [rb men and Papiſts. And tho' 
no man can think himſelf fate ſhould the Teſtimony of ſuch Varlers be allowed, 
who will, for money, ſwear any thing they are prompred unto; vet there is nor 
ſo much as one perſon that will either abſcond or withdraw: Burt all do rather 
under the fatisfactron and comfort which they have in their own innocency, chuſe 
to periſh by the malignity of falſe Tongues, than derive an aſperſion upon their 
integrity, either through flight, or the concealment of themſelves for a ſeafon. 
And for this honourable Gentleman that is firſt ſingled out for the Papiſtsro glur 
and exemplihe their malice and rage upon, the whole tenor and univerſal con- 
duct of his life have ſpoken him, not only a perſon of the greateſt abilities and 
wiſdom, but of the higheſt loyalty to His Majelty, and warmeſt zeal for his fer- 
vice, that any theſe Three Kingdoms have produced i this Age. Nor is there a 
Nobleman or Gentleman within the King's Dominicns, to whoſe influence His 
Majeſty doth more owe his peaceable and happy Reſtoration, and the ſuccesful} 
admiruſtration of His affairs tor many years together, than to this wiſe and noble 
Peer. - And asthe King can never forget the many great and memorable ſervices 
which this Gentleman did him, when few had either courage, loyalty or pru- 
dence to render them uſeful ro his intereſt ; to whenfoever His Majeſty comes 
impartially ro examine the Counſels and Tranſactions for which he hath of late 
vears undergone ſo much obloquie, and ſtood expoſed te fo many perſonal dan- 
vers and hazards, he will find them all direAly calculated for, and lying in a 
direct ſubſerviency to the preſervation of His Perſon, Crown and Dignity, and 
the promoting the glory of His Reign. 
Nor canit be ſuppoſed rhar one poſleſſing that room ia the favour and eſteem 
of His Prince, which my Lord Shaftsbury did, and truſted with fo ſfupream a 
manage of His Royal concernment as he was, would have withdrawn himſelt 
from medling in the atfairs of His Soveraign, or run into a miſunderftanding with 
any at Court, but that he could not concur in deligns which he conceived tended 
to the rune of theſe Kingdoms, and the endangering the Monarchy, as well as to 
tie ſubverſion of the Proteitant Religion both here and elſewhere. His fairhtul 
and unwearied cares and endeavours to obviate the formidable growth of Frazce, 
and to prevent the reeftablſhment of Popery in theſe Nations, and thereby th 
enfaving them again to Ree, may be thought rhe occaſion of all the flander- 
which have been caſt upon him, and the only true fource of all the troubles h- 
hath either conilicted with, or ſtood obnoxious unto. And by how much he hat!: 
been eminently inſtrumental to detett and def2at the many nuſchievous contri 
vances and defipns of a French and Popyſh Party and Fattion, by ſo much are ai? 
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(2) 
the Friends and Alctrers of Arbitrarincſs and Popery at home, or ſuck who have 
{old chemaſelves for forraign Penſions to advance the Grandeur of France, and to 
contribnte to the ſucceſs of their conqueſts abroad, become his implacable and 
profelipd enemics. 

And more particularly, That which gave a new ferment to Popiſh rage, ard 
enflam d thcir indignation againſt this Noble Peer, was his early diſcovery and re- 
ſentment of the Duke of York's being reconciled to Rome, and his having joynd 
himfelf in a cloſe correſpondency with the French King and his Miniſters. For 
tho” theſe things are ſince the publiſhing of Colemar's Letters become obvious to 
all the world ; yet this great and ſagacious Miniſter had gotten view of, and pe- 
netrated-into them long before. And the /enſarions as well as proſpect which he 
thereupon had and declared of what would thence enfue to che danger of His 
Majeſties perſon, the diſturbance of his Government, and the ruine of his King- 
doms and the Proteſtant Religion, which he is ſworn to protect and defend, may 
be eaſily conjeftured by the alarm which the whole Popiſh party immediately 
took, and by the bloody machinations which they entred intoand cheriſhed a- 
gainft him. And therefore even while he was Chancellor, and ſtood clothed with 
the ſapreameft Authority that a Subje&t is capable of under His Ma'eRty, he 
not only apprehended, but upon the beft intelligence found himſelf in that dan- 
ger from the Papifts, that he expected every night to have his Throat cur, and 
accordingly kept a conſtant Watch in his Honſe to prevent his being murdered 
and affaſſinated. And when they found that the taking the Seals from him 
( which there is reaſon to believe proceeded from Popiſh Counſels, tho' he had 
attain'd unto them upon as great merit, uſed them with as great juſtice, and 
parted with them with as great honour as ever any did ) conld neither find amm- 
bition nor covetouſneſs in him to impreſs and work upon, ſo as to bring him to 
their Lure : They accofted him with fach tenders of greatneſs, honour and 
wealth, as few Subjets would have had the humility, uprigheneſs and ſelt-de- 
nyal to refuſe : Bur to their ſhame and his glory, they found him of a nobler 
complexion, and a more generous and upright mind, than to abandon his princi- 


ples of dury to the King, and faichfulnefs ro his Countrey, for Riches, Honour 


and Power, though in conjunCtion with the favour of more than one Potentate. 
And therefore finding him above theſe low and pitiful temptations, and that he 
deſpiſed what others to the loſs of their credit, and hazard of their Souls court 
Ivy 2 purſue ; there was another method thought of, and a reſolution raken by 
ſome grear men to impeach him of Treaſon. And as Collone! Conqueſt 1 purſii- 
ance of this determination, undertook to be his Accuſer, fo all Offices wherein 
his Lordſhip had been concernd, were narrowly inſpe&ed and enquired into ta 
find juit matter for a charge. And as they greatly reckon'd upon the Houſe of 
Commons Which then was, asconceiving it admirably moulded for their buſineſs, 
-nd entirely diſpoſed to have gratthed chem in ſach a deſign, rather than many 
of rhem to have forfeited rheir Penſjons ar the end of rhe Seſſions, rhey collected 
4 great maſs and number of particulars, which mifinformarion, ſurpriſe, or 
ihortneſs of underſtanding might have betrayed the beſt and wiſeſt of men into. 
Bur the King's Learned Council at Law, lmving ſeriouſly examined the ſeveral 
marrers Which were prepared in order to a charge againſt him, and preferring 
cheir Maſters Honour, and the Peace of their own Conſciences, before the obli- 
ging a few angry and interefted men, they declared that all which with ſo much 
induſtry was colleed and produced, was inſufficient to the purpoſe to which the 
malice and revenge of fome had deſigned ir. And hereby miſcarrying in their 
artempts upon the Life of this great and excellent perſon, they thereupon 
change the Scheme of their deſigns, and lay a Plot for the blaſting his reputation 
and honour. And conceiving the Eccleſtaſticks in a more implicite obedience to 
them, and that they have lefs honour to loſe than others,they muſter up, as much 
as they could,the whole poſſe of the Clergy to reproach and defame him. And as 
if it had been of more conſequence to ſink and eclipſe the credit of this Peer, 
than $9 gain or convert Souls to God, the Pulpits inſtead of commending Feſ 
Crit tothe Conferences of men, were employed through all parts of the Nati- 
19 1 blajting the Earl of Shaftsb#ry : And when none other could be found ſuf- 
hiciently 


SY 
ficiently qualified to revile and aſperſe this poor Gentl-man, Needham, whoſe 
Pen had been employed near Twenty years to -detame His Majeſty and his Fa- 
ther, was hired to Wrie falſe and ſcandalous Books againſt him: As if there had 
needed no more to beſpatter this innccent perfon, but tor that mercinary Scrib- 
ler to gather up the dirt which he had thrown upon Two Kings, and to caſt it at 
him. Nor could he want impudence to brand his fellow Subject, who had 
accuſtomed himſelf ſo long in reviling his natural Pr.nces. Bur all this not an- 
fivering the ends which were expected from it, namely, the lefſening him m the 
love and eſteem of Loyal and True Proteſtants, an advantage is embraced of 
ſending him to the Tower, upon pretence of a crime which all unbiafſed men 
thought the freedom of Speech, which is an eflential privileds of every Mem- 
ber of both Houſes had acquitted and juſtited him from. 
And as this conduced nothing to make this free Gencrous and great minded 
Perſon to crouch and ſtoop to the exorbitant pleaſure of thoſe he judged 
Enemies to the happineſs of his Majefty and the Kingdom, to the Houſe of 
Lords themſelves, by whom he was commurred in Feb. 1678, Have ſince the 
Earl of Danbies coming under an Impeachment , through a ſenſe of the in- 
juſtice and wrong which was done to this Lord and ſeveral other Peers, made 
an Order to Damn with an abhorrence that whole procedence. Bur finding 
that this one mans wiſdom and diligence was fo fatal and pernicious to all 
their Deſigns , and that many of them had been rendred abortive , and others 
made to redound upon themſelves through his Ifitelligince, Care and Attivity ; 
the Papal Party have united all the Fraud and Policy which are amcng them, 
to the crnelty and rage which naturally afts men of their Religion, againſt ſin- 
cere and hearty Proteſtant?, and all for the deſtroying this honourable Perſon, 
and fo far as *'we yer know , till we find the contrary proved fipon a fair 
Tryal, a moſt Loyal Subje&t to his Majeſty , as well as an uſeful Inftrumenc 
towards the preſervation of our Religion, Laws and Liberties. And for the 
compaſiing what they earneſtly long for, they have, ſmce the diſcovery of 
the Popiſh Plot , and the apprehenſion of his zeal in purſuing thoſe that are 
criminals, entertained many Deſigns, and treated with ſeveral perſons for the 
killing of him. And beſides the many Evidences that we have of this. from 
the Teſtimonies of Franciſco de Faria, and divers others of the Kings Evidence, 
Dargerfield, not only tells us of a defign carried on by my Lady Powis to have 
him ſtab'd , and that ſeveral were contratted with abour it; but that two or 
three upon her importunity, and the encouragement of a reward undertook it. 
And Prence afſures us, that no fewer than fix, viz. Adamſon, Proſer, Matteſon, Brad- 
fhaw, Stawleyand Meſſeger furniſhed themſelves with Arms in order thereunto, and 
ſwore to accompliſh it. But the holy and watchful providence of God, with 
the ſubſervient Miniſtration of himſelf and thoſe about him , having prevented 
them in all thoſe deſperate and malicious deſigns ; they again fſhitr their m@- 
thods and bethink themſelves of a new way whereby to rune kim under the 
countenance of the Law which 1s chought to be the proteCtion of the Inno- 
cent. Accordingly he was one of the firtt that was to be involved under the 
guilt of Mrs. Celliers, and Mr. Dangerfields Plot, which is commonly called the 
Mea!-Tub Plot. And this being a more likely way todeftroy him, than that of 
violence and force , ſeeing neither his own watchfulnefs, nor the atrendance and 
aſſitance of his Servants can ſecure him againſt the falfe depofition of an indi- 
gent mercenray 6 perjur'd Raſcal: there is ſome reaſon ro believe thar the pre- 
lenr accuſation upon which he ſtands commurted to the Tower, is upon the 
ſubornation of the Papifts, and as full of falſehood as malice. And tho' we 
will not ſuſpect the Juſtice or honour of the Board ; nor affirm that his Ma- 
jelty and che Council could do otherwiſe than they have done, ſeeing we are 
to ſuppote them ignorant of the Arts by which theſe fellows may have been 
prevail d upon to ſwear againſt this noble Peer ; yer foraſmuch as we are ro 
believe every man Innocent till he be found and proved Guilty , we crave li- 
berty to ſay, that we cannot think this Earl ſo Criminalas he is reported to be. 
For of all thoſe that have opportunity to conve:(> with him; ther? are none bur 
theſe few Fellows, who beſides their being Iriſh-men. are alſo Papiſts, that pre- 
tend 
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:-r the having any thing to charge him with. And as it is not to be conceived, 
but that he ſhould uſe as much freedom with Engliſh-men, eſpecially with ſuch 

arc of Quality, as with thoſe beggarly Raitals; fo it is an Infamy which 
lr Matelty's good and Loyal Proteſtant Engliſh Subjects will not know how to 
digeſt ; that they ſhould be thought ro conceal a Treafon againſt their prince, 
when Iriſh Papiſts , and ſuch as by their own confeſſion have been in Plots a- 
gainſt the Government ; ſhould have that fealty for his Majeſty as to detett it. 
ome of thoſe that are faid to have depoſed againit this noble Lord,ſtand alrcu- 
dy Indited for Subornation ; and whether to attone for being charged with tub- 
orning on one ſide, they will really perjure themſelves on the other, mutt be lett 
© time to reveal. Others have acknowledged thar they are hired to ſwear 
what they have done, and whether the credit of fach men can ſupport ſuch a 
charge againſt a Peer of England, as the Earl of Shafrsbury is commitred for , 1 
leave every rational and fober man to judge. Bur 1t 1s not fit at preſent to re- 
preſent all thoſe things concerning the Witneſſes, which we calily might, for that 
is to Le reſerved rill his Lordſhip comes to his Tryal; When it is poſlible ſich 
matters will be detected, as will fill the minds of all men with Aiton:ſh- 
ment, and make the Authours and Abetrers of theſs ſhams and ſubornations, the 
objects of his Majeſtys juſt and ſevere indignation. However it is with great a- 
maſement that we hear of a Peer's being ſent to the Tower for Treaſon, with- 
out being allowed to have the Witneſſes thar ſwore againſt him, confronted with 
him and examined ore tenus. And why this ſhould be denied a Nobleman, and « 
Proteſtant, when it was granted to the Papiſts of the meaneſt rank, I do not 
krow, but Iam ſure it heightens the ſurpriſe. And whether the ſending Letters 
up and down from unknown handsand without names,to honeſt & Loyal perſons, 
to lay afide their Papers, be not ſome argument, thar all this againſt my Lord 
Shaftsb:ry is a meer Popiſh Intreague, and that they ſeek to promote the belicf 
of a Pres>yterian-Plot by little arts and tricks, I ſhall leave men to think as they 
ſee cauſe, and only ſubjoyn the Copy of one of the Letters. Nor will 1 either 
comment upon it at this time, nor perſie the thread of this diſcourſe in rela- 
tion to the Impriſonment of this great and noble Peer any longer, hoping to 
have another occaſion , when this whole matter ſtands in a clearer light to de- 
duce it as it ought, and make theſe remarks upon it, which the Service of his 
Majeſty and my Country do require. Only it may not be unworthy of our 
obſervation, that none of all their Lordſhips at the Council-Board had the con- 
dence to ſay, that they believed the truth»of the Depoſitions, when my Lord 
of Shaftsbury appealed nnto them in that particular, and ask t whether they 
judged him fo void of prudence as to treat with fach perſons about matters of 
{9 dangerous concernment? 


Mr. Gibbs, 

MI: Lerd Shaftsbury being juſt now commuted to the Tower, and Sir Tho. Play- 
er under Examination before the King and Council, and ſeveral Warrants 
againſt ſeveral of cur deareſt Friends , and now all like to be diſcruered; I was de(i- 
red by his Lordſhip to give warning to bis Friends , £ind particularly thoſe in Wappins 
to ſecure all papers and things, 8c. of which I deſire you to give notice to ſo many ©: 
you can think, that they nor you may be ſurpriſed , being m more baſt than ordinary, 
have only time to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 

: Yours in all Secreſy. 
Whitehal July 2d. 1681. ; 
| | this -f 

Your Name is in the Lift with others of your Neighbours. 
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